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Solitary Sanc{PiPer

A crescent moon and spark/lhg Venus set in the western horizon over /nc//'an /> ond in B{g Moose
Towns/w,’o; the untamed /70n,é/'ng of Canac/a geese, and yoa’e//ng loons overwhelm the wild stillness.
Ncarﬁy Purnham Brook is bounded fy stanc/ing and fallen dead tree trunks. Nlumerous meadows
delineate areas where shallow water once Poo/ea/ behind beaver dams that have /on:gr since been
abandoned. | he brook is a’ﬂnam/c like the rest of the northern forest. | he Hora //h/hg this meander-
ng, clear waterway is bcg/hning to bloom. [ he fresh grasses and leaves sgn/@ the start of warm,

summer c/ags; soon this new growt/% will burst with verdure.

An ominous, s/ow~moving shadow appears on the brook from an adult bald cag/c as it Hies overhead,
just above the i'rcctops. /t is deliberate and focuscd, ﬁunt/ng for its brca,é[ast, Pc/‘/")alos /")ololhg to
catch a duck unaware of its presence. A female red-breasted merganser loaa/o//cs downstream, vigi-

/ant/ﬂ arc/whg its head ségwarc/.

7776 /can, dead tree trunks /Drov/dc /7unting pcrc/;cs for the 7[/3/7~cat/hg belted )é/hng/sfzcrs, and
Io/accs for P//catcc/ Wooa/locc,écrs to Proc/ for insects. A female hooded merganser, black ducks, a
rutfed grouse, and a so/l'l'a/y sanc//olpcr visit the brook as the ra/o/'c//y lhtcnSI@lhg morning sun g/ows
Erlg/ﬂ'@ in a cloudless, spr/hg 549.
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